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Re: Community Support for Far Further’s (or its subsidiary .music LLC) Application for a Music- Focused 
gTLD under the string “.music” 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Association of Independent Music (AIM) would like to express its support for Far Further’s (or its 
subsidiary .music LLC) application to operate a music-focused gTLD under the string “.music” 
 
AIM is a trade body established in 1999 to provide a collective voice for the UK's independent music 
industry.   AIM represents over 800 member companies, from the largest and most respected labels in the 
World, to small start-ups and individual artists releasing their own music for the first time. AIM promotes 
this exciting and diverse sector globally and provides a range of services to members, enabling member 
companies to grow, grasp new opportunities and break into new markets. 
 
The UK's independent music sector produces some of the most exciting and popular music in the World, and 
makes a huge contribution to the country's economy. AIM's 800+ members span every musical genre and 
every corner of the UK. They are a vibrant, entrepreneurial and diverse bunch that has one thing in 
common: the music comes first. 
 
AIM oversees a sector whose artists have claimed five of the last seven Mercury Music Prizes and regularly 
accounts for 30% of all UK artist album awards (silver, gold, platinum). AIM's Board is elected 
democratically by members and regularly rotated, to ensure there is always a fresh and knowledgeable 
group of experienced industry professionals driving AIM forward.  
 
We are pleased to note that Board members come from large and small companies, many different parts of 
the UK and all musical genres. 
 

In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in operating a music- themed 
gTLD reached out to various music-related trade associations to seek their support and endorsement.  
 
Separate due diligence and analysis was carried out on the respondents and their proposed plans. 
 
Based on the above, AIM supports and endorses the application by Far Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC) 
to operate a music-themed gTLD for the music community under the string “.music” for the benefit of the 
music community. 
 
Should you have any questions about this letter or our position, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 

 
 
 
Alison Wenham  
Chair and CEO 
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!
TO!WHOM!IT!MAY!CONCERN:!
!
This!letter!is!in!support!of!the!Far!Further’s!application!to!operate!a!music!themed!gTLD!!
(‘.music’).!
!
Australasian!Performing!Right!Association!(APRA)!is!a!performing!right!collection!society!
established!in!1926!to!administer!the!public!performance!and!communication!rights!
(often!referred!to!collectively!as!performing!rights)!of!its!songwriter,!composer!and!music!
publisher!members.!APRA!represents!over!69,000!music!creators!in!Australia!and!New!
Zealand!alone.!In!addition!to!representing!the!interests!of!its!Australasian!members,!APRA!
represents!the!vast!majority!of!the!world’s!music!creators!through!its!reciprocal!
agreements!with!similar!performing!right!societies!throughout!the!world.!!
!
In!addition,!APRA!manages!the!reproduction!rights!business!of!its!sister!collecting!society,!
AMCOS!(Australasian!Mechanical!Copyright!Owners’!Society).!AMCOS!represents!virtually!
all!music!publishers!in!Australia!and!New!Zealand!and,!through!reciprocal!arrangements,!
the!vast!majority!of!the!world’s!composers,!writers!and!music!publishers.!On!behalf!of!its!
members,!AMCOS!grants!licences!for!the!reproduction!of!musical!works!in!certain!
circumstances.!This!involves!collecting!royalties!from!digital!service!providers,!
independent!record!companies,!filmSmakers,!educational!institutions!and!others!who!
record!or!reproduce!music!in!some!form.!
!
Widespread!online!copyright!infringement!has!had!a!severe!impact!the!Australian!music!
industry.!!We!agree!it!is!the!industry’s!interest!to!have!the!‘.music’!gTLD!allocated!to!an!
organisation!that!will!operate!in!a!manner!that!will!proactively!assist!in!attempts!to!curtail!
the!flood!of!unlicensed!musical!content!on!the!internet.!
!
Given!the!level!of!positive!engagement!Far!Further!has!undertaken!internationally!with!
our!colleagues!in!the!broader!music!industry,!APRA/AMCOS!is!happy!to!endorse!their!
application!for!this!music!themed!gTLD.!!
!

!
BRETT!COTTLE!
CHIEF!EXECUTIVE!
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1st May 2012 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern; 
 
Re:  Community  Support  For  Far  Further’s  (or  its  subsidiary  .music  LLC)  Application  for  a  Music  Focused  
gTLD    under  the  string  “.music” 
 
The Australian Recording Industry Association  (ARIA)  would  like  to  express  its  support  for  Far  Further’s  (or  
its subsidiary .music LLC) application to operate a music-focused  gTLD  under  the  string  “.music” 

The Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) is a national industry association proactively 
representing the interests of its members, comprising of more than 100 record labels across Australia, 
ranging from small "boutique" labels, to medium size organisations and very large companies with 
international affiliates. 

ARIA is administered by a Board of Directors comprising senior executives from record companies, both 
large and small. 

ARIA’s  objective  is  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Australian  recording  industry.  ARIA  achieves  this  by: 
 

 acting as an advocate for the recorded music industry, both domestically and internationally  
 supporting Australian music, and creating opportunities to help it be heard  
 playing an active role in protecting copyright especially in relation to music piracy  
 collecting statistical information from members and retailers and compiling numerous ARIA charts 

with data provided by over 1,100 retailers  
 providing, in certain cases, a reproduction licensing function for various copyright users  
 assisting those in the music industry through our support of Support Act Limited, the music 

industry's benevolent fund 
 staging the highly prestigious annual ARIA Awards which recognises the achievements of artists in 

the Australian recorded music industry.  
 
In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in operating a music 
themed gTLD, reached out to various music related trade associations to seek their support and 
endorsement. In light of that interest, our international peak body (IFPI), along with several other music 
related trade associations representing a cross-section of the global music community, participated in an 
extensive request for information in 2011 to solicit information from potential applicants about their plans 
to apply for an operate a music themed gTLD. As part of that process, this group of associations requested 
information  concerning,  among  other  things,  the  respondent’s  plans  to  operate  the  gTLD  generally  as  well  
as its proposed intellectual property protection measures for the gTLD, its governance model, its executives 
and staffing estimates, its whois commitments, its proposed registrar requirements, and its financial and 
technical capability to operate its proposed gTLD operations. Several entities responded to this request in 



 

 

writing, made presentations to the group about their proposed plans, and responded to follow-up 
questions. Separate due diligence and analysis were also performed concerning the respondents and their 
proposed plans. 
 
Based on the above, ARIA supports and endorses the application by Far Further (or its subsidiary .music 
LLC) to operate a music-themed  gTLD  for  the  music  community  under  the  string  “.music”  for  the  benefit  of  
the music community. We believe the application will show that Far Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC) 
will  operate  the  gTLD  in  a  manner  that  respects  the  creator’s  and  owner’s  rights  in  their  music  and  
promotes the legitimate distribution and consumption of music using executives that have deep knowledge 
of, and experience in, the music community. 
 
Should you have any questions about this letter or our position, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
DAN ROSEN 
Chief Executive Officer 
 


