








CHURCH MUSIC PUBLISHERS ASSOCIA TlON
P. 0. BOX 158992
NASHVILLE, TN 37215
(615) 791-0273
FAX (615) 790-8847
EMAIL cmpa@comcast.net

DIANE S. COBB, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
J. RUSH HICKS, JR., LEGAL COUNSEL

April 6, 2012

ICANN

Attn. Stephen Crocker
4676 Admiralty WCJY,Suite 330
Marina del Rey, CA 90292-6601
USA

Re: Community Support for Far Further's (or its subsidiary .music LLC)Application
For a Music Focused gTLD under the string iI.mllsic"

To Whom It May Concern:

The Church Music Publishers' Association would like to express its support for' Far Further's (or its
subsidiary .music LLC)application to operate a music focused gTLD under the string ".music".

The Church Music Publishers' Association (CMPA)is an organization of religious music publishers
founded in 1926 that works to support and promote worldwide copyright protection and education.
Among CMPA's 55 member companies are nondenominational independent publishers, as well as the
major denominational publishing companies forvarious churches. The wide range of sacred, gospel and
contemporary Christian music products created and licensed by CMPA companies include hymnal and
praise songs, and choral, instrumental, handball, keyboard and children's music.

Our members' businesses and livelihoods have been deeply affected by the growth of the Internet and
the World Wide Web. It has transformed how musical compositions and recorded music is created and
consumed. It presents both growth opportunities in the form of varied digital distribution channels for
music as well as significant threats in the form of rampant online copyright infringement of copyrighted
music. This widespread infringement has been to the detriment of our members specifically and to the
music community and economy generally. Therefore, we have a vested interest in ensuring that any
music themed or focused gTLD operates in a manner that encourages the broad distribution and
enjoyment of music in a manner that respects intellectual property rights and discourages infringement.

ABINGDON PRESS' ALBERT E. BRUMLEY & SONS, INC .» ALFRED PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC .» AUGSBURG FORTRESS' BECKENHORST PRESS, INC .» FRED BOCK MUSIC COMPANY' BRENTWOOD·BENSON

MUSIC PUBLISHING, INC .• BRIER PATCH MUSIC' CARL FISCHER LLC • CHORISTERS GUILD' CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE' DA YWIND MUSIC PUBLISHING' EMI CHRISTIAN MUSIC GROUP· GAITHER MUSIC

COMPANY' GENERIC MUSIC' GENEVOX MUSIC GROUP' G.I.A. PUBLICA TlONS, INC .• GLORY MUSIC,-ING. • HILLSONG PUBLISHING' HINSHAW MUSIC, INC .• HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY' INTEGRITY MEDIA,

INC .» JEFFERS HANDBELL SUPPL Y, ING. • KOREA CHURCH MUSIC PUBLISHING COMPANY' KINGSWA Y COMMUNICA TlONS, LTD .• NEIL A. KJOS MUSIC COMPANY. HAL LEONARD CORPORATION' LlLLENAS

PUBLISHING COMPANY' THE LORENZ CORPORA TlON' MANNA MUSIC. INC .» MARANA THA! MUSIC' MERCYNINEYARD PUBLISHING· MORNINGSTAR MUSIC PUBLISHERS' OCP PUBLICATIONS' PRAISE·

GATHERING MUSIC GROUP' THEODORE PRESSER COMPANY' REVIEW & HERALD PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION' SHAWNEE PRESS, INC .• DAVID E. SMITH PUBLICA TlONS, L.L.C .• SPIRITSOUND MUSIC GROUP

• SUNMIN MUSIC' TROUBADOUR FOR THE LORD' UNISONG MUSIC PUBLISHERS B. V.• UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN MUSIC PUBLISHING GROUP' WARNER BROS. PUBLICA TlONS. INC .• WORD MUSIC' WORLD

LIBRARY PUBLICA TlONS



i--
I

In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in operating a music
themed gTLD, reached out to various music related trade associations to seek their support and
endorsement. In light of that interest, our organization, along with several other music related trade
associations representing a cross-section of the global music community, participated in an extensive
request for information in 2011 to solicit information from potential applicants about their plans to
apply for and operate a music themed gTLD. As part of that process, this group of associations
requested information concerning, among other things, the respondent's plans to operate the gTLD
generally as well as its proposed intellectual property protection measures for the gTLD, its governance
model, its executives and staffing estimates, its proposed registrar requirements, and its financial and
technical capability to operate its proposed gTLD operations. Several entities responded to this request
in writing, made presentations to the group about their proposed plans, and responded to follow-up
questions. Separate due diligence and analysis were also performed concerning the respondents and
their proposed plans.

Based on the above, CMPA supports and endorses the application by Far Further (or its subsidiary.music
LLC)to operate a music themed gTLD for the music community under the string ".music" for the benefit
of the music community. We believe the application will show that Far Further (or its subsidiary .music
LLC) led by executives who have deep knowledge of, and experience in, the music community, will
operate the gTLD in a manner that respects and protects artists' and owners' rights in copyrighted music
and promotes the legitimate distribution and enjoyment of music.

Should you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at eraymer@comcast.net.

Sincerely,

Elwyn Raymer
President/CEO
CMPA Action Fund

cc: John Styli, Far Further
Rush Hicks, CMPA counsel
Steve Shorney, CMPA President



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
Letter of Support 
 
 
We are sending this letter in support of Far Further/.music LLC’s application for 
the .music Top-Level Domain.  
 
The European Music Council (EMC) is a non-profit organisation dedicated to 
the development and promotion of all kinds of music in Europe. It is a network 
for representatives of both national music councils and European organisations 
involved in the fields of music education, creation, performance and heritage. It 
was founded in 1972 as the European regional group of the International Music 
Council (IMC). The EMC contributes to a better mutual understanding amongst 
people and their different cultures, and promotes the right for their musical 
cultures to coexist. It acknowledges the significant role that music and culture play in the political and 
societal development of a peaceful and integrative Europe. Therefore it advocates on local, national and 
European levels for an appropriate framework, respecting equal rights and opportunities for music, 
music professionals and access to music. The European Music Council serves its members by advocating 
for the societal and political significance of musical diversity in Europe and, hence, plays a key role in 
supporting the European communities that want to celebrate their music.  
 
The EMC is a membership organisation, acting as a stakeholder for the European music sector including 
all kinds of musical genres on different levels. The 81 member organisations are based in 29 European 
countries, as such, the EMC reaches out directly and indirectly to more than 40 million music lovers 
across Europe.  
 
In line with the IMC’s 5 Musical Rights, the EMC’s strategies and actions honour human and cultural 
rights such as: 

x the right for all children and adults to express themselves musically in full freedom; 
x the right for all children and adults to learn musical languages and skills; 
x the right for all children and adults to have access to musical involvement through participation, 

listening, creation and information; 
x the right for musical artists to develop their artistry and communicate through all media, with 

appropriate facilities at their disposal; 
x the right for musical artists to obtain fair recognition and remuneration for their work. 

European Music Council, Haus der Kultur, Weberstr. 59a, D-53113 Bonn

 
 
To whom it may concern  

 



 
In line with these five music rights, it is of utmost importance that the music-themed generic top-level 
domains are operated in accordance with these rights. We would like to emphasise the importance that 
online content that is non-profit, community-based, and musically diverse has access to this domain. 
We understand that Far Further intends to apply for the .music TLD and we trust that Far Further will 
operate .music with the highest degree of integrity, while promoting and protecting the diversity of 
musical expressions worldwide. We have carefully reviewed their programs and we are confident in their 
experience and expertise regarding all aspects of operating this particular domain. 
 
 
 
 
Simone Dudt, 
Secretary General 
European Music Council 



 
February 1, 2012 

 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of our members, we are sending this letter in support of Far 
Further/.music LLC’s  application  for  the  .music  Top-Level Domain. 
 
Our organization, the Guitar Foundation of America, was founded in 1973 with 
the mission of “inspiring artistry, building community, and promoting the 
classical guitar internationally through excellence in performance, literature, 
education and research.”  We represent classical guitarists from not only the 
United States but internationally as well.  Our membership stands at 
approximately 2,000 and includes professional performers, teachers, composers, 
students, and accomplished amateurs. 
 
The protection of intellectual property rights is vitally important to our 
members. For that reason, we wish to be involved in the formation of a top-level 
.music domain so that our members are ensured that their own creative output 
is recognized by the legitimate music community. We understand that Far 
Further intends to apply for the .music TLD. The leadership team of Far Further is 
well-known in the music community, and so our confidence in their ability to 
administer the .music domain with integrity is high.  We therefore grant our 
endorsement to Far Further/.music of their application to operate the .music 
domain. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Galen Wixson 
Executive Director 

P.O. Box 171269 | Austin, Texas 78717 
Phone 877.570.1651 

info@guitarfoundation.org 
www.guitarfoundation.org 
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Tony Morris 
Jack Sanders 
Jason Vieaux 
Andrew Zohn 
 
Executive Committee: 
Martha Masters (President) 
Brian Head (Artistic Director) 
Jeff Cogan (VP) 
Carol Sanders (Treasurer) 
Robert Lane (Secretary) 
 
Executive Director: 
Galen Wixson 










