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Neuilly sur Seine, 02/04/2012 
 
By e-mail:  pz@farfurther.com  

js@farfurther.com  
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Re: Application to operate a generic Top Level Domain (“gTLD”) 
 
CISAC, the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers, was founded in 
1926. It is an international non-governmental, non-profit organisation with headquarters in Paris 
and with regional representation in Europe, Asia-Pacific and South America, as well as in Africa. 
CISAC has a membership of 232 author societies in 121 countries.  In 2011, CISAC’s members 
collected approximately 7.5 billion Euros in royalties. Indirectly representing more than 3 million 
creators (namely authors, composers and publishers), and embracing all of the creative 
repertoires, the CISAC world brings together audio-visual media, music, drama, literature as well 
as the graphic and visual arts. For further information please kindly refer to the CISAC website 
www.cisac.org. 
 
CISAC works towards the increased recognition and protection of creators’ rights. It supports any 
initiative which it believes will uphold the principles of copyright and will operate effectively to 
protect its members and the general community from copyright infringement. CISAC therefore has 
an interest, relating to the specific area of music themed gTLD’s, in the creation of the .music 
gTLD. CISAC is of the view that the creation of such gTLD will assist in the establishment of an 
internet address which promotes music for the benefit of the global community and protects the 
intellectual property of rights holders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Over several months, CISAC and other interested music industry associations (“Associations”) 
were approached by applicants which were each seeking the support and endorsement of their 
applications to operate a gTLD under the domain “.music” (“Applicants). The Associations, 
realising the importance of their collective support for one applicant, conducted thorough research 
into the business and the intended operations of the Applicants. These investigations included the 
soliciting of information by the Associations on the plans, business models, finances and staffing 
levels of the Applicants. As a result of its research, CISAC is pleased, as one of the Associations, 
to support the application of Far Further to operate a generic top level domain under the domain 
“.music”. It is hoped that such support will allow Far Further to achieve its stated aim of managing, 
and bringing together the global music community and the internet.  
 
We hope that the contents of this letter provide you with sufficient background on CISAC’s 
support for the application of Far Further. However, if there is any other information which would 
be of use to you when considering such application, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Olivier Hinnewinkel 
Director General 
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Brussels, March 28, 2012 
 
Re: Community   Support   for   Far   Further’s   (or   its   subsidiary   .music   LLC)   Application   for   a Music-
Focused  gTLD  under  the  string  “.music” 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
ICMP would like to express its support for Far Further’s  (or  its  subsidiary  .music  LLC)  application to 
operate a music-focused gTLD under the string  “.music”. 
 
ICMP is the world trade association representing the interests of the music publishing community 
internationally. The constituent members of ICMP  are  music  publishers’  associations   from  Europe,  
the Middle East, North and South America, Africa and Asia-Pacific. Included are the leading 
independent international, regional and national music publishers, mainly SMEs, throughout the 
world.  A list of our members is available at www.icmp-ciem.org.   As the global trade association 
representing music publishers, and the community of composers and songwriters, one of our key 
missions is to protect and promote copyright.  
 
Our  members’  businesses  and  livelihoods  have  been  deeply  affected  by  the  growth  of  the  Internet  
and the World Wide Web.  It has transformed how music is created and consumed.  It presents both 
growth opportunities in the form of varied digital distribution channels for music as well as 
significant threats in the form of rampant online copyright infringement of copyrighted sheet music 
and lyrics.  This widespread infringement has been to the detriment of music publishers, composers 
and songwriters specifically and to the music economy generally.   We have, therefore, a vested 
interest in ensuring that any music-themed or focused gTLD operates in a manner that encourages 
the broad distribution and enjoyment of music and that respects intellectual property rights and 
discourages infringement. 
 
In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in operating a music-
themed gTLD reached out to various music-related trade associations to seek their support and 
endorsement.  In light of that interest, our organisation, along with several other music-related trade 
associations representing a cross-section of the global music community, participated in an 
extensive request for information in 2011 to solicit information from potential applicants about their 
plans to apply for and operate a music-themed gTLD.  As part of that process, this group of 
associations requested information concerning, inter alia,   the   respondent’s   plans   to   operate   the  
gTLD generally as well as its proposed intellectual property protection measures for the gTLD, its 
governance model, its executives and staffing estimates, its whois commitments, its proposed 
registrar requirements, and its financial and technical capability to operate its proposed gTLD 
operations.  Several entities responded to this request in writing, made presentations to the group 
about their proposed plans, and responded to follow-up questions.  Separate due diligence and 
analysis was carried out on the respondents and their proposed plans. 
 

http://www.icmp-ciem.org/
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Based on the above, ICMP supports and endorses the application by Far Further (or its subsidiary 
.music LLC) to operate a music-themed  gTLD  for  the  music  community  under  the  string  “.music”  for  
the benefit of the music community.  We believe the application will show that Far Further (or its 
subsidiary .music LLC), led by executives who have deep knowledge of, and experience in, the music 
community, will operate the gTLD in a manner that respects and protects authors  and  owners’ rights 
in copyrighted music and promotes the legitimate distribution and enjoyment of music. 
 
Should you have any questions about this letter or our position, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Ger Hatton 

DIRECTOR GENERAL 

ICMP, the global voice of music publishing 

37 Sq. de Meeus 
1000 Brussels 
+32 2 7917568 
ger.hatton@icmp-ciem.org 

www.icmp-ciem.org 

 
 
 
cc: John Styll, Far Further 
      Dr. Stephen Crocker, ICANN 
 

ger.hatton@icmp-ciem.org
http://www.icmp-ciem.org/


 

 
 
 
 

Paris, April 11, 2012 
 
 
 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
 

 
 
The International Federation of Musicians (FIM) would like to express its support for Far Further’s (or its 
subsidiary .music LLC) application to operate a music focused gTLD under the strong .music. 
FIM, founded in 1948, is the only international nongovernmental organisation for musicians' unions, guilds and 
professional associations. It is counting about 70 members in 65 countries. 
For many years now, FIM has been recognised as an international NGO (non-governmental organisation) in the 
eyes of diverse intergovernmental organisations operating in its field of activity, in particular WIPO (World 
Intellectual Property Organisation), UNESCO, the ILO (International Labour Organisation), as well as the 
European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of Europe. 
FIM plays a crucial role in international negotiations dealing with performers’ rights. It was one of the driving 
forces in the adoption in 1961 of the Rome Convention – first international treaty to grant intellectual property 
rights to performers – and participated actively in the negotiations of the WPPT (WIPO Performances and 
Phonograms Treaty) adopted in December 1996. 
It took part in the negotiation of several European Directives in the field of IP, as well as in the revision of certain 
national legislations. It drew up the founding principles of collective management of performers’ rights and 
initiated, alongside unions, the setting-up of numerous collecting societies managing performers’ rights.  
FIM is involved as an expert in certain works carried out by the International Labour Office, in particular on the 
protection of casual and free-lance workers. It contributed to the drawing-up of the UNESCO Recommendation 
on the status of the artist (1980, Belgrade). 
FIM’s main objective is to protect and further the economic, social and artistic interests of musicians represented 
by its member unions. This includes 
- Encouraging and assisting in the organisation of musicians in all countries, 
- Uniting musicians’ unions throughout the world, 
- Promoting national and international protective legislations in the interests of musicians, 
- Protecting members of the music profession against the illicit use of their performances, recorded or otherwise 
- Entering into agreements with other international organizations in the interests of member unions and of the 
profession, 
- Use all efforts to make music a heritage common to all people, taking into account the preservation of national 
and regional identities to foster inter-cultural dialogue. 
A music-focused gTLD is an opportunity for FIM, its members and the musicians they represent, in terms of 
enhanced visibility, increased cultural diversity and of an environment that is supportive of copyright and related 
rights. We trust that Far Further, with its experience and knowledge of the music community, will be able to 
operate the gTLD with the desired efficiency, in full respect of the musicians’ rights and interests. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Benoît Machuel 
General Secretary 













April&4th&2012&

Re:$Community$Support$for$Far$Further’s$(or$its$subsidiary$.music$LLC)$Application$for$a$Music@$
Focused$gTLD$under$the$string$“.music”$

To$Whom$It$May$Concern:$

The$$Music$Managers$Forum$UK$would$like$to$express$its$support$for$Far$Further’s$(or$its$subsidiary$
.music$LLC)$application$to$operate$a$music@focused$gTLD$under$the$string$“.music”$

Since$its$inception$in$1992$the$MMF$has$worked$hard$to$educate,$inform$and$represent$UK$
managers$(and$their$artists)$as$well$as$offering$a$network$through$which$managers$can$share$
experiences,$opportunities$and$information.$

The$MMF$is$the$largest$representative$body$of$Artist$Management$in$the$world.$We$have$over$400$
members$in$the$UK,$representing$over$1,000$of$the$most$successful$acts$on$the$planet.$Our$emphasis$
is$on$implementing$positive$actions$to$assist$our$members$with$a$keen$eye$on$the$'next$generation'$
of$entrepreneurs$and$innovators.$

We$provide$a$collective$voice$and$focus$on$providing$real,$meaningful$value$for$our$members$and$
their$artists$–$helping$unlock$investment,$open$up$new$markets,$encouraging$a$fair$and$transparent$
business$environment$and$driving$a$'global$agenda'$in$this$digital$age.$

The$MMF$supports$and$endorses$the$application$by$Far$Further$(or$its$subsidiary$.music$LLC)$to$
operate$a$music@themed$gTLD$for$the$music$community$under$the$string$“.music”$for$the$benefit$of$
the$music$community.$

Should$you$have$any$questions$about$this$letter$or$our$position,$please$feel$free$to$contact$me.$$

Yours$faithfully,$

$

$

Jon$Webster$

CEO,$MMF$

26$Berners$St$

London$W1T$3LR$$$$$$$e:$webbo@themmf.net$ t:$+44$207$306$4885&




