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Ref: Letter of support: 
 
Date: 22.2.12 
 
Dear Paul, 
 
 
With reference to your recent request for support towards the TLD domain 
.music, the Music Producers Guild (UK/EU) would like to offer support in writing 
towards the ‘Far further’ campaign goal to seek a secure a legal domain for music 
assets and content. 
 
We sincerely hope the creation of the .music gTLD will generate a legitimate and 
secure identifying Internet address for the music industry that supports the 
promotion of music, the full protection of intellectual property rights, and the 
advancement of global music IP education.  
 
Illegal downloading simply means no chart returns and possibly no future music 
industry investments for jobs and opportunities for young people and their new 
bands.  
It also means the world wide industry has been robbed of any immediate 
opportunity to offer cheaper downloads based on wider legal access still sadly 
competing with unregulated and blatant counterfeit/fraud music sites. We 
sincerely hope .music gTLD creation will help the fight against online piracy and 
wish to support your moves towards those aims. 
 
 
With Sincere Regards  
 

 
 
Mark Rose (Vice Chair) 
Steve Levine (Chair) 
Richard Lightman (Vice Chair) 
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March 11, 2012

Re: Community Support for Far Further’s (or its subsidiary .music LLC) 
Application for a Music Focused gTLD under the string “.music”

To Whom It May Concern:

The Music Publishers Association of the United States would like to express its 
support for Far Further’s (or its subsidiary .music LLC) application to operate a 
music focused gTLD under the string  “.music”.

Founded in 1895, the Music Publishers Association is the oldest music trade 
organization in the United States, fostering communication among publishers, 
dealers, music educators, and all ultimate users of music.
This non-pro!t association addresses itself to issues pertaining to every area of 
music publishing with an emphasis on the issues relevant to the publishers of 
print music for concert and educational purposes.

The MPA serves the industry through its presence at and cooperation with other 
organizations such as, the American Choral Directors Association, the American 
Music Center, the American Music Conference, the American Symphony Orchestra 
League, the Church Music Publishers Association, the International Confederation 
of Music Publishers, the International Federation of Serious Music Publishers, the 
Music Library Association, the Major Orchestra Librarians' Association, the National 
Association for Music Education, the National Orchestra Association, the Music 
Teachers National Association, and the Retail Print Music Dealers Association.

In addition, MPA members belong to and work cooperatively with the National 
Music Publisher's Association, the Harry Fox Agency and, the performance rights 
organizations: ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC.

Our members have been deeply a"ected by the growth of the Internet and the 
World Wide Web. It has presented both an opportunity and a threat. In the sense 
that it has facilitated rampant theft of copyrighted music, it has been very harmful 
to our community. Therefore, with the advent of new music-themed TLDs we are 
very interested making sure that any such new TLD operates in a manner that 
encourages the broad distribution and enjoyment of music but also respects 
intellectual property rights and discourages infringement.
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In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in 
operating a music themed gTLD, reached out to various music related trade 
associations to seek their support and endorsement.  In light of that interest, our 
organization, along with several other music related trade associations represent-
ing a cross-section of the global music community, participated in an extensive 
request for information in 2011 to solicit information from potential applicants 
about their plans to apply for and operate a music themed gTLD.  As part of that 
process, this group of associations requested information concerning, among 
other things, the respondent’s plans to operate the gTLD generally as well as its 
proposed intellectual property protection measures for the gTLD, its governance 
model, its executives and sta!ng estimates, its whois commitments, its proposed 
registrar requirements, and its "nancial and technical capability to operate its 
proposed gTLD operations.  Several entities responded to this request in writing, 
made presentations to the group about their proposed plans, and responded to 
follow-up questions.  Separate due diligence and analysis were also performed 
concerning the respondents and their proposed plans.

Based on the above, The Music Publishers Association supports and endorses the 
application by Far Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC) to operate a music themed 
gTLD for the music community under the string “.music”.  We believe the applica-
tion will show that Far Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC), led by executives who 
have deep knowledge of, and experience in, the music community, will operate 
the gTLD in a manner that respects and protects artists’ and owner’s rights in 
copyrighted music and promotes the legitimate distribution and enjoyment of 
music.

Should you have any questions about this letter, please contact me at 
lauren@laurenkeisermusic.com.

Sincerely,

Lauren Keiser
President
The Music Publishers Association of the United States
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April!9,!2012!

!

ICANN!

Attn:!Stephen!Crocker!

4676!Admiralty!Way,!Suite!330!

Marina!del!Ray,!CA!!90292D6601!

!

To!Whom!It!May!Concern:!

The!National!Songwriters!Association!is!writing!in!support!of!Far!Further’s!(or!its!subsidiary!
.musicLLC)!Application!for!a!Music!Focused!gLTD!under!the!string!“.music”.!

The!National!Songwriters!Association!includes!the!California,!Nashville!and!Texas!Songwriter!

Associations.!!Founded!in!1967,!the!NSA!is!the!largest!notDforDprofit!trade!association!for!

songwriters.!!We!have!more!than!140!chapters!and!focus!on!advocacy!for!American!songwriters!
and!composers.!

Mission&Statement!

The!National!Songwriters!Association!(NSA)!consists!of!a!body!of!creative!minds,!including!songwriters!
from!all!genres!of!music,!professional!and!amateur,!who!are!committed!to!protecting!the!rights!and!

future!of!the!profession!of!songwriting,!and!to!educate,!elevate,!and!celebrate!the!songwriter!and!to!act!
as!a!unifying!force!within!the!music!community!and!the!community!at!large.!

!



Page!2!

!

Over!the!past!several!years!the!ranks!of!professional!songwriters!and!composers!in!the!United!

States!has!shrunk!dramatically!in!large!part!due!to!illegal!downloading!of!copyrighted!music.!!

Copyright!infringement!has!decimated!songwriter!royalties!and!is!an!ongoing!threat!to!
compensated!creativity!worldwide.!

Along!with!other!musicDindustry!trade!associations,!the!NSA!participated!in!an!extensive!

request!for!information!from!potential!applicants!about!their!plans!to!apply!for!and!operate!a!

music!themed!gLTD.!!!

The!National!Songwriters!Association!trusts!that!Far!Further,!based!on!its!core!principals,!will!

guide!and!operate!the!Music!Focused!gLTD!under!the!string!“music,”!in!a!way!that!values!and!

protects!copyrighted!materials.!!Therefore,!the!NSA!supports!the!application!of!Far!Further!(or!
its!subsidiary!.musicLLC)!Application!for!a!Music!Focused!gLTD!under!the!string!“.music”.!

Thank!you!for!your!attention!to!this!matter.!!For!questions!of!more!information!please!contact:!
Steve!Bogard!at!(615)!256D3354,!or!sbogard@mac.com!

!

Sincerely,!

!

!

Steve!Bogard,!President!

National!Songwriters!Association!

!

!

NSA is a Not-For-Profit Member Trade Association For Songwriters 

1710 Roy Acuff Place, Nashville, TN 37203  

telephone (615)256-3354/fax (615)-256-0034/   

website: www.californiasongwriters.com 

www.nashvillesongwriters.com  !
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Academy of Country Music 
American Academy of Teachers of Singing 
American  Composers Forum 
American Federation of Musicians 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
American Guild of Organists 
American Harp Society 
American Music Center 
American Orff-Schulwerk Association 
Artists Against Hunger & Poverty 
ASCAP 
BMI 
Chopin Foundation of the United States 
Conductors' Guild 
Country Music Association 
Delta Omicron International Music Fraternity 
Early Music America 
Interlochen Center for the Arts 
International Alliance for Women in Music 
International Federation of Festival                      
  Organizations 
International Music Products Association            
    (NAMM) 
Mu Phi Epsilon International Music Fraternity 
Music & Entertainment Industry Educators 
    Association 
Music Critics Association of North America 
MENC: The National Association for Music         
    Education 
Music Performance Fund 
Music Publishers Association of the United         
    States 
Music Teachers National Association 
National Academy of Popular Music 
National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences 
National Association of Negro Musicians 
National Association of Recording                       
    Merchandisers 
National Association of Teachers of Singing 
National Federation of Music Clubs 
National Flute Association 
National Guild of Community Schools of the        
    Arts 
National Guild of Piano Teachers/ 
    American College of Musicians 
National Music Publishers' Association 
National Opera Association 
Recording Industry Association of America 
SESAC 
Sigma Alpha Iota 
The Songwriters Guild of America 
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February 10, 2012 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The members of the National Music Council, who together represent some 
one million individuals, send this letter in support of Far Further/.music 
LLC’s application for the .music Top-Level Domain. 
 
The National Music Council of the United States was founded in 1940 and 
chartered by the 84th Congress in 1956 to act as a clearinghouse for the 
joint opinion and decision of its members and to work to strengthen the 
importance of music in the nation’s life and culture. The Music Council 
represents the United States to the International Music Council of 
UNESCO. The Council’s initial membership of 13 has grown to almost 50 
national music organizations, encompassing every important form of 
professional and commercial musical activity and education. 
 
The protection of intellectual property rights is vitally important to our 
members. For that reason, we want to do our part to ensure that any 
music-themed generic top-level domains are operated in the best interests 
of the legitimate music community. We understand that Far Further 
intends to apply for the .music TLD. The principals behind Far Further 
have been part of the music community for decades and we trust that they 
will operate .music with the highest degree of integrity. They are known by 
many of our members and we have carefully reviewed their programs. We 
are confident in their experience and expertise regarding all aspects of 
operating this particular domain. 
 
We appreciate your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. David Sanders 
Director 























 
 
 
March 10, 2012 
 
Re: Community Support for Far Further’s (or its subsidiary .music LLC) Application for  

a Music Focused gTLD under the string “.music” 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Songwriters Guild of America would like to express its support for Far Further’s (or its subsidiary 
.music LLC) application to operate a music focused gTLD under the string  “.music”. 
 

The Songwriters Guild of America (SGA) is an organization founded in 1931, to help "advance, promote, 
and benefit" the profession of songwriters. It was founded as the "Songwriters Protective Association" by 
Billy Rose, George M. Meyer and Edgar Leslie. They issued the first standard songwriters contract, in 
1932 and most writers consider it the 'standard' agreement in the industry. The organization was later 
known as the American Guild of Authors and Composers, AGAC. In 1976, the organization, along with 
the NMPA was one of the driving forces behind the creation of the Copyright Act of 1976. In the 1980s, 
it became the Songwriters Guild of America. In the 1990’s it joined forces with the National Academy of 
Songwriters.[1] 

The Songwriters Guild features online and offline classes in songwriting and the music business. Other 
features include contract review for members, in-depth song evaluations, royalty collection services and 
music industry resources. 

Songwriters in the new millennium are faced with unprecedented opportunities and challenges in the 
world of online digital music delivery. While the internet has opened the door to world-wide distribution 
of songs to every songwriter with and internet connection it has also created, through illegal downloading 
and streaming of unlicensed music, the largest theft of intellectual property in the history of mankind. 
This widespread infringement has been to the detriment of our members specifically and to the music 
economy generally.  Therefore, we have a vested interest in ensuring that any music themed or focused 
gTLD operates in a manner that encourages the broad distribution and enjoyment of music in a manner 
that respects intellectual property rights and discourages infringement. 
 
In the months prior to the application window, several entities with an interest in operating a music 
themed gTLD, reached out to various music related trade associations to seek their support and 
endorsement.  In light of that interest, our organization, along with several other music related trade 
associations representing a cross-section of the global music community, participated in an extensive 
request for information in 2011 to solicit information from potential applicants about their plans to apply 
for and operate a music themed gTLD.  As part of that process, this group of associations requested 
information concerning, among other things, the respondent’s plans to operate the gTLD generally as well 
as its proposed intellectual property protection measures for the gTLD, its governance model, its 
executives and staffing estimates, its whois commitments, its proposed registrar requirements, and its 
financial and technical capability to operate its proposed gTLD operations.  Several entities responded to 
this request in writing, made presentations to the group about their proposed plans, and responded to 
follow-up questions.  Separate due diligence and analysis were also performed concerning the 
respondents and their proposed plans. 



 
 
 
 
 
Based on the above, The Songwriters Guild of America supports and endorses the application by Far 
Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC) to operate a music themed gTLD for the music community under 
the string “.music” for the benefit of the music community.  We believe the application will show that Far 
Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC), led by executives who have deep knowledge of, and experience in, 
the music community, will operate the gTLD in a manner that respects and protects artists’ and owner’s 
rights in copyrighted music and promotes the legitimate distribution and enjoyment of music. . 
 
Should you have any questions about this letter, please contact Sam Fein at 5120 Virginia Way, Suite C22 
Brentwood, TN 37027 Phone: (615) 742-9945. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rick Carnes  
President 
The Songwriters Guild of America 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
April 9, 2012 
 

Re:   Support  for  Far  Further’s  (or  .music  LLC)  Application  for  
         a  Music  Focused  gTLD  under  the  string  “.music” 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
SoundExchange  would  like  to  express  our  support  for  Far  Further’s  (or  its  subsidiary  .music LLC) 
application  to  operate  a  music  focused  gTLD  under  the  string  “.music.”   
 
SoundExchange is the non-profit performance rights organization that collects statutory royalties when 
sound recordings are played on certain digital services, such as satellite radio, Internet radio, cable TV 
channels, or streamed as background music in some restaurants or stores. SoundExchange is the only 
entity in the U.S. authorized to collect and distribute these non-interactive digital performance royalties 
for featured recording artists and master rights owners.  
 
SoundExchange represents an unparalleled breadth of interests in the recorded music industry. Our 
consituents include both signed and unsigned recording artists – everyone from multi-platinum stars to 
local garage bands – along with small, medium and large record companies. We currently maintain more 
than 48,000 payable performer accounts and over 20,000 rights owner accounts. As an organization that 
both enables digital services to do what they do best, but also ensures the creative community is paid 
for their work, we are proud to be reinvesting in the next generation of great music. 
 
Our recording artists and record labels benefit from the value of their intellectual property and the 
royalties they receive from digital streaming. As such we will also fight to ensure they are paid for their 
contributions to the industry. Digital technology has clearly created a new and growing revenue source 
for the music business, but it has also developed into a means for people around the world to unlawfully 
obtain music for free – bringing down the value of music. This is much to the detriment of those that 
have put their heart and soul, including countless hours into their work.  
 
It is our firm belief that the any “.music”  top-level domain is operated by an entity that not only has a 
solid organizational structure in place, but is also committed to the needs and interests of the legitimate 
music community.  We believe Far Further (or its subsidiary .music LLC) is that organization. Based on 
our  knowledge  of  the  organization,  SoundExchange  supports  their  application  of  the  “.music”  domain.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Michael J. Huppe 
President 
SoundExchange  






