
2. 

Gay Organizations 

This grouping of endorsements contains regional, national and international organizations that 
represent a wide variety of service oriented nonprofit and non-governmental efforts created to support 
members of the Gay Community.  

From very early in the gay rights movement, organizations like the ones represented here have stood at 
the front line of progress for the Gay Community creating real change where it was needed. As a focal 
point, these organizations create the fabric of the Gay Community around the globe addressing 
community needs in the areas of human rights and equality, health and social services, educational and 
legal services, political and cultural advocacy, youth and family support, and historical documentation. 

As of this writing, and in addition to those with UN accreditation, large cross sections of gay 
organizations from 19 countries have offered an endorsement in writing with a letter of support. The 41 
endorsing organizations represent roughly 2 million individuals through membership and represent 
community members identifying as male or female homosexuals, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex 
and ally. 

 



December 1, 2010 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 

I am writing to you in support of SPI Marketing and dotGAY LLC in their bid to secure and create 

the proposed .GAY Top-Level-Domain (TLD). 

The Human Rights Campaign represents a grassroots force of more than 750,000 members and 

supporters in the United States. As the largest national lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender civil 

rights organization, HRC envisions an America where LGBT people are ensured of their basic 

equal rights, and can be open, honest and safe at home, at work and in the community. 

)RU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��+5&�KDV�EHHQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�¿JKW�IRU�HTXDOLW\��2XU�H[SHULHQFH�KDV�VKRZQ�
us that the power to network and share information is critical to many communities, including our 

organization. The presence of the TLD .GAY will enhance our outreach efforts and the opportunity 

to share information, thus impacting the success of our work. This network, as supported by the 

.GAY concept put forth by SPI and dotGAY LLC, will be critical in assisting organizations in their 

growth and visibility. 

The Human Rights Campaign supports SPI Marketing and dotGAY LLC in creating a business 

model with the community in mind. As stated in its documents, dotGAY LLC’s proposal calls 

IRU����SHUFHQW�RI�DOO�SUR¿WV�LW�JHQHUDWHV�IURP�WKH�VDOH�RI��*$<�GRPDLQ�QDPHV�WR�EH�FKDQQHOHG�WR�
QRQ�SUR¿W�/*%7�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��+5&�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKLV�SKLODQWKURSLF�DSSURDFK�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
to provide important support to LGBT organizations and encourages you to give this application 

strong consideration. 

Sincerely,

Joe Solmonese

President

W O R K I N G  F O R  L E S B I A N ,  G A Y ,  B I S E X U A L  A N D  T R A N S G E N D E R  E Q U A L  R I G H T S

1640 Rhode Island Avenue   Washington, DC   20036
Phone (202) 628-4160   Fax (202) 347-5323   E-mail  www.hrc@hrc.org



IGLYO ffiil:ill;x[,...'" Rue de la Charitd17
B-l 21 0 Brussels, Belgium

WlnlernationalLeslrian.Gay;l3isexuai,TransgenderandQue.erYouthandStudentorganisation

12 Decemb er 201,1.-72-12

Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom, and Members of the ICANN Board,

It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN's consideration to
create the proposed .gay top-level-domain [TLD).

IGLYO is a membership based umbrella organization, working with 78 members across the
Council of Europe member states. We work with activists devoted to making the world a
better place for young LGBTQ people.

We at IGLYO feel that .gay TLD can be a tool to give young people across Europe a sense of the
community that exists, even if their national context doesn't offer the opportunity to
experience LGBTQ culture. The.gay TLD has the potential to gather all relevant information
regarding sexual orientation and gender identity in one place for easy access for young
people.

IGLYO works on a basis of inclusiveness, and we recognize that trying to list all identities in a
domain name can be problematic and confusing. We agree that.gay is an inclusive way to
recognize a TLD for the entire LGBTQ community, as it has historical roots in the formation of
the LGBTQ community

We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind and
believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-profit community,
business community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, this creating a strong new
TLD.

Sincerely,

Virginija Prasmickaite
Office Manager
IGLYO- International LGBTQ Youth and Student Organisation

IGIYg
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December 28th, 2011

Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 

It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to 

create the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 

Trans-Fuzja Foundation is so far the only organization working on transgender issues. We 

provide  help  and  support  for  people  living  outside  and/or  crossing  the  gender  binary, 

educate  on  gender  and  transgender  rights  as  human  rights  and  advocate  for  trans-

inclusiveness in the Polish legal system. Over the past 3 years we have grown from a small  

group of volunteers into a nation-wide organization with a few branches and international 

recognition.  Our  former  president,  Anna  Grodzka,  became  a  member  of  the  Polish 

Parliament in October 2011.

We  support  the  TLD  .gay  domain  as  a  first  step  in  recognizing  LGBT  services  and 

communities both on the world wide web and offline and hope that other TLDs will soon 

follow.

We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind 

and believe this  model  will  receive strong support  of  the  LGBT service and non-profit  

community,  business  community,  advertisers  and  media,  and  many  individuals,  thus 

creating a strong new TLD.

Wiktor Dynarski

Vice-President for International Affairs 

Trans-Fuzja Foundation, Poland







 

P O Box 24490  Visit us at:  
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33307-4490  LGBTcenters.org 
954.765.6024; Fax 954.765.6593 

 

 

March 24, 2011 

 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN board, 

 

It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’S  consideration  to  create the proposed 
.gay top-level-domain (TLD). 

CenterLink:  The Community of LGBT Centers is a member-based coalition whose mission is to support the 
development of strong, sustainable LGBT community centers. Founded in 1994, the organization has played an 
important role in supporting the growth of LGBT centers across the country and addressing the challenges they 
face, by helping them to improve their organizational and service delivery capacity and increase access to public 
resources.   We do this through direct technical assistance, leadership skills development and resource 
coordination. 

Our goal is to develop and harness the power of over 200 LGBT community centers in small towns and big cities 
throughout the United States and abroad.  These centers are the heart and soul of the LGBT movement and are 
vital to our well-being and dreams for the future.    

As with many communities, the opportunity to share information is critical to keeping not only our history alive, 
but also in assisting individuals, LGBT community centers and thereby the cities and towns in which they reside 
to  grow.    As  the  media  landscape  changes  and  technologies  continue  to  amaze  us,  the  internet  and  new  TLD’s  
like .gay will lend strong support to link LGBT people and resources.  ICANN’s  insight  to  the  importance  of  the  
.gay TLD is a valuable one.  .gay will help integrate our community building and networking and will provide 
strong support of our organizations and businesses through a common platform. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Terry Stone 
Executive Director 
CenterLink:  The Community of LGBT Centers 
terry@lgbtcenters.org 
954-765-6024 
 

 

mailto:terry@lgbtcenters.org


GALE THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE FOR LGBT EDUCATION 

 

Global Alliance for LGBT Education: www.lgbt-education.info, info@lgbt-education.info 
Vinkenstraat 116-a, NL 1013 JV  Amsterdam, Netherlands 

 

 

ICANN 

Dr. Crocker 
Mr. Beckstrom 
Members of the ICANN Board

 

 

 
Amsterdam, 2 November 2011  Reference: PD/2011/9 Subject: support for approval .gay LTD 

 

Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 

 

It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to create the 

proposed .gay top--‐level--‐ domain (TLD). 

 

The Global Alliance for LGBT Education (GALE) is a learning community of educators which aims to 

promote the full inclusion of people who are disadvantaged because of their sexual orientation or 

sexual identity and their expression by identifying, enhancing and sharing educational expertise. Our 

membership is 560 members from all over the world. GALE is in official relations with UNESCO. 

 

For many organizations and individuals, the use of .gay will add to a sense of identity and activism. 

The self identification as gay has a clear function in the survival, self determination, empowerment or 

activist strategies of millions of people. We support this and encourage people to reflect on their 

choices and strategies in our education. We expect .gay to add to the empowerment of people who 

adopt the label “gay”.  

 

We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind and believe 
this model will receive strong support of LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) services and 
non--‐profit communities, business communities, advertisers and media, and many individuals, thus 

creating a strong new TLD. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Peter Dankmeijer, Executive Director 



Coalition(Against(Homophobia(in(Ghana(
Email:'coalition.homophobia.gh@gmail.com'Hse'No.'19th'Naa'Pla'Crescent,'teshie'Tsubleo,'Accra'

Telephone:'+233'277'754247'
Motto:'Human'Rights'for'Everyone'everywhere''

'
'
'
'
'

 
26th February 2012 
 
 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to 
create the community-based .gay top-level-domain (TLD) as outlined by dotgay LLC. 
 
The Coalition Against Homophobia is made up of six organizations and individuals who 
have the passion to stop homophobia in Ghana and Africa in general. It is hosted by an 
organization known as communication for social change base in Weija in the greater 
Accra region of Ghana. 
 
We work with civil society organizations and lesbian, gay, bisexual and Trans 
community (LGBT) groups on the ground to develop programs to meet the needs of the 
LGBT community in Ghana.  
 
We are hoping that the platform being setup by dotgay LLC will help improve the 
situation of LGBT people in Africa and Ghana in particular. 
  
We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for gay with the community in 
mind and believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-
profit community, business community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, 
thus creating a strong new TLD.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

for  
  
Nii Addo Sowah 
Programs coordinator 
 
Coalition Against Homophobia in Ghana 
'
'

'





04.03.2012 

Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 

It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’s  consideration  to  create  the  

proposed .gay  

 

LGBT  Forum  „PROGRESS “is a nonprofit organization that gathers LGBTIQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Intersex and Queer) people in Montenegro and it stands for respect and protection of 
their human rights and equality in society. 

Mission of  LGBT  Forum  „Progress“ is creating safe, inclusive, and stimulate surrounding for all LGBTIQ 
persons providing educative possibilities, building community, public advocacy, political participation 
and increasing approach to different kind of services that quality to life and health.  

This organization is the only one in Montenegro that protects LGBT Human Rights. It has around 20 
volunteers and hundreds of members. Unfortunately as Montenegro is very homophobic country, 75% 
of people thinks that homosexuality is illness, there is only one gay person who is out in public talking 
about LGBT rights.  

We as the only and small organization in very homophobic country support the .gay TLD because we 
believe that .gay TLD can contribute a lot in visibility of LGBT communities around the World and our 
organization would be very happy if .gay TLD exist.  

We strongly think that GAY is the best umbrella term for the community TLD because of it being the 
most commonly accepted, politically correct and all inclusive term. 

We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind and believe 
this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-‐profit  community,  business  

community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, thus creating a strong new TLD.  

Sincerely, 

Zdravko Cimbaljevic 
Executive Director  

Contact: 
info@lgbtprogres.me  
www.lgbtprogres.me  

067 302 312 



May 25, 2011

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board,

It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN's consideration to
create the proposed .gay top-level-domain ((TLD).

Founded in 2007, OMBRES Association is a non-profit organization in Guatemala that is
focused on making substantial changes in human rights and sexual health for the gay
community. OMBRES is committed to ending discrimination in Guatemalan society,
specifically for sexual minorities most affected by HIV/AIDS.

Guatemala's human rights violations remain part of daily life and are widely accepted,
tolerated and justified by the majority of the population. Part of this violation is the
discrimination suffered by the gay community, regardless of sex, on the condition of
people living with HIV/AIDS. The members of the gay community are human beings,
offering a great deal to the world we live in and unworthy of the discrimination now
prevailing in Guatemalan society.

OMBRES believes that .gay will benefit the gay community, bringing together a group
that has long been forced to disintegration in our country; primarily by the church that still
has power in our government. As with many communities, the opportunity to share
information is critical to keeping not only our history alive, but also in assisting
individuals, cities and even countries to grow.

As the media landscape changes and technologies continue to amaze us, the Internet
and new TLD's like .gay will lend strong support to link LGBT people and resources.
ICANN's insight to the importance of the .gay TLD is a valuable one. .gay will help
integrate our community building and networking and will provide strong support of our
service organization and businesses through a common platform.

-Asoclaci&h "OMBRES"
www.ombres.org.gt
7 calle 15-51 zona 11, Colonia Carabanchel.
Guatemala, Centro America. 01011

fNKX:ALMIAlAr«.»UM^(TK:MlU VIM U SIOA

NEATPAGEINFO:id=7255F13B-4702-45DF-B8AE-FE157344D350





 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ghent (Belgium), 20 april 2011 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 

It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s 
consideration to create the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
'Çavaria' is the Flemish (Belgian) LGBT-umbrella organisation with over 120 
LGBT groups as it members organisations. We are recognised by the Belgian 
and Flemish governments and governemental bodies as the representative 
voice of lesbians, bisexuals, gays and trans people in our country. 
  
The creation of a .gay TLD would benefit our organisation by making it easier 
to find websites of 'friends' whereever in the world (or to be founded as such a 
friend by others).    

As with many communities, the opportunity to share information is critical to 
keeping not only our history alive, but also in assisting individuals, cities and 
even countries grow.  As the media landscape changes and technologies 
continue to amaze us, the Internet and new TLD’s like .gay will lend strong 
support to link LGBT people and resources.  ICANN’s insight to the 
importance of the .gay TLD is a valuable one.  .gay will help integrate our 
community building and networking and will provide strong support of our 
service organizations and businesses through a common platform.   
 

 
 
 

Sincerely 
 

 

Yves Aerts 
Coordinator çavaria 





 

 

 
 
 
 
March 22, 2011 
 
ICANN Board of Directors 
 
 
Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force is pleased to support ICANN’s  consideration  to  create  the  
proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
The Task Force is the oldest lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) civil rights organization.  We 
work to build the grassroots power of this community by training activists, equipping state and local 
organizations with the skills needed to organize campaigns to defeat anti-LGBT referenda and advance 
pro-LGBT legislation.  Our goal is a nation that respects the diversity of human expression and identity 
and creates opportunity for everyone.  

As a national organization, we have members in every state.  As an organization that works on both 
national legislation and on local issues, accomplishing our goals would be impossible without the ability 
to connect with these supporters and our allies through the Internet and other social media.  The 
creation of this TLD would certainly be helpful in enabling our members and all LGBT people to more 
readily access relevant information from the Task Force and other organizations fighting for equality.  

As with many communities, the ability to to share information is critical in our efforts to assist 
individuals as they work to create a more just society.  As the media landscape changes and 
technologies  continue  to  amaze  us,  the  Internet  and  new  TLD’s  like  .gay  will  lend  strong  support  to  link  
LGBT people and resources.  ICANN’s  insight  to  the importance of the .gay TLD is a valuable one.  .gay 
will help integrate our community building and networking and will provide strong support for our 
organizations and businesses through a common platform.   
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Russell D. Roybal 
Deputy Executive Director of External Relations 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
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Managua,!March!4th,!2012.!

!

!

Dear!Dr.!Crocker,!Mr!Beckstrom!and!other!members!of!the!ICANN!Board!

!

It!is!with!great!enthusiasm!that!we!write!this!note!in!support!of!ICANN´s!consideration!to!create!the!

proposed!.gay!top!D!level!D!domain.!

!

Comunidad) Homosexual) de) Nicaragua! is! an! organization! of! LGBTIQ! activist! fighting! in! Nicaragua!
against!discrimination!through!media.!We!are!more!than!1500!LGBTIQ!activist!around!the!country!in!

all!the!16!departments!of!Nicaragua,!including!Managua.!

!

In!our! country! it! is! very!difficult! to! live!as! LGBTIQ!people!yet,!because!we!are!not!acepted!and!we!

don´t!have!the!same!rights!as!well!as!¨straight¨!people.!Throught!the!domain!.gay!we!hope!to!have!

the!chance!to!spread!the!message!about!same!rights!and!equal!opportunities!for!us!in!our!society.!

!

We!strongly!believe! that!GAY! is! the!best!umbrella! term! for!our!community!because!of! it!being! the!

most!commonly!accepted!polically!correct!and!all!inclusive!term.!

!

We!support!dotgay)LLC!in!creating!a!business!model!for!.gay!with!the!community!in!mind!and!believe!

this! model! will! receive! strong! support! of! the! LGBTIQ! service! and! nonDprofit! community,! business!

community,!advertiseres,!media!and!many!individuals.!

!

Sincerely,!

!

!

!

!

Egon!Blake!

Board!President.!
Comunidad!Homosexual!de!Nicaragua!

Residencial!Praderas!del!Doral!(contiguo!al!mercado!mayoreo)!!

entrada!principal!13!andenes!al!sur!y!1!arriba,!2da.!etapa,!casa!450!

Managua,!Nicaragua.!

www.comuhomonicaragua.blogspot.com!

eDmail:!comunidad.nica@gmail.com!

Phone:!0011D505D8363D8363.!

!
cc:!arch/Jamie!Baxter,!dotgay!LLC.!



 
Rua da Ilha Terceira, nº34-2

nd
 Floor, 1000-173 Lisboa | Portugal 

www.opusgay.org | www.vidasalternativas.eu | http://alentejodediversidades.wordpress.com  
Phone: +351 96 240 00 17 | +351 93 859 67 21 

opusgay@opusgay.org  

 
Letter of Support 

 
 
30th March 2012 
 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’s  consideration  to  create  the  
proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
Opus Gay Association is a civic organisation at social level created to promote solidarity among all 
members of the Portuguese LGBT community (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender), going beyond 
political, geographic, social and age frontiers.   
 
We lobby and use advocacy in defence of LGBT population and their human rights, fight homophobia, 
discrimination and stigma. 
 
Opus Gay was established in 1997 and registered by Notary Deed in 1998 April 9th. It is both a Non-
Profit NGO (Non-Governmental Organisation) and a (PSSI) Private Social Solidarity Institution. 
 
Opus Gay is a small-sized organisation, relying mostly on volunteers, but amongst the top of its kind 
nationwide. We maintain contacts with Brazil, Canada, countries in Europe, mainly. 
 
In  our  view,  the  .gay  TLD  would  be  an  asset   to  better   identify   the  kind  of   issues  that  we’re  dealing  
with; therefore, we would more than welcome this initiative. By being part of this domain, we would 
definitely be even more accessible to the ones who search for specific services, whereas we also 
provide Legal Assistance, Psychological Appointments, Appointments offered by Social Worker, among 
a number of other services. And all this is provided for free. 
 
GAY is definitely the best umbrella term for the TLD community, because of it being the most 
commonly accepted, politically correct and all-inclusive term. 
 
We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind and believe 
this model will receive strong support from the LBGT service and non-profit community, business 
community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, thus creating a strong new TLD. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
António Serzedelo 
President 
Opus Gay | Gay Work Association 
  



!





 
 
March 3, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS has worked with Scott Seitz and SPI Marketing for more years 
than I can count.   They have been an integral part of helping Broadway Cares with many of our annual 
events, but most specifically Broadway Bares (now in our 20th year) and The Fire Island Dance 
Festival (now in our 16th year).  These two events are both highlights in the New York gay scene and 
have raised a combined total of over $7 million for Broadway Cares and the programs we fund. 
 
It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’s  consideration  of  the  application  
by dotGAY LLC to secure and create the proposed .GAY Top-Level-Domain (TLD).   .GAY will help 
integrate Broadway  Cares’ community building and networking and will provide strong support of our 
service organizations and businesses through a common platform.   
 
Broadway Cares supports the community based model presented by dotGAY LLC and their primary 
shareholder SPI Marketing/PRIDELife.   
 
We love SPI Marketing for what they do for us and for the LGBT community with over 15 years of 
experience.  We would love to support dotGay LLC in creating a business model with the community in 
mind.   We believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-profit 
community, business community, advertisers and media, and many individuals.  We firmly believe and 
trust that dotGAY LLC will contribute 67% of any potential profits back into the LGBT community, thus 
creating a strong new TLD.  
 
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS is  the  nation’s  leading  industry-based, nonprofit AIDS 
fundraising and grant-making organization. By drawing upon the generosity of the American theatre 
community, BC/EFA raises funds for AIDS-related causes and other critical illnesses across the United 
States. Since its founding in 1988, BC/EFA has raised over $175 million dollars for critically needed 
services for people with AIDS and other serious illnesses. BC/EFA supports seven programs at The 
Actors’  Fund  – including  The  AIDS  Initiative,  The  Phyllis  Newman  Women’s  Health  Initiative and The Al 
Hirschfeld Free Health Clinic.  BC/EFA also awards annual grants to over 400 AIDS and family service 
organizations nationwide.   As we always say, “What we do together makes a difference.” 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Frank Conway 
Associate Director of Development 





 
LEGIT-Toronto, P.O. Box 111 Station F, Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M4Y 2L4 
 
February 14, 2012   
 
 
 
 
Dear ICANN Board, 
 
 
We are excited to hear that you are considering a .gay domain for the internet. We 
enthusiastically support this proposed domain and encourage you to create it as soon 
as possible.  
 
LEGIT-Toronto is a community group that helps same sex couples with their Canadian 
immigration needs. We help couples from all over the world with their immigration 
applications. We have served thousands of such couples since we started in 1994. To 
our knowledge we have had successful couples from more than 69 countries immigrate 
to Canada. LEGIT currently has three chapters in Canada: in Vancouver (the original), 
Toronto and Quebec.  
 
We think that having a .gay domain will make it easier for LGBTQ people around the 
world to find us and other similar immigration organizations around the world.  It will 
help us be more a part of our worldwide community. 
 
We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in 
mind and believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-
profit community, business community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, 
thus creating a strong new TLD.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Peter Bernier RCIC 
Coordinator 
LEGIT-Toronto 
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%RDUG��

,W�LV�ZLWK�JUHDW�HQWKXVLDVP�WKDW�ZH�ZULWH�WKLV�QRWH�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�,&$11¶V�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WR�FUHDWH�WKH�SURSRVHG��JD\�WRS�OHYHO�GRPDLQ��7/'���

&2/$*(�LV�WKH�RQO\�QDWLRQDO��\RXWK�GULYHQ�QHWZRUN�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�
OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��WUDQVJHQGHU��RU�TXHHU�SDUHQW��:H�KDYH�FKDSWHUV�
DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�SHRSOH�FRPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�WR�FUHDWH�D�ZRUOG�WKDW�WUHDWV�
RXU�IDPLOLHV�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�UHVSHFW�DQG�HTXDOLW\�WKDW�DOO�IDPLOLHV�GHVHUYH��

0RUH�DQG�PRUH�&2/$*(�LV�XVLQJ�WKH�LQWHUQHW�WR�DPSOLI\�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�RXU�
IDPLOLHV�DQG�DGYRFDWH�IRU�HTXDOLW\��$��JD\�GRPDLQ�FRXOG�EH�YHU\�EHQHILFLDO�
IRU�XV�LQ�IXWXUH�FDPSDLJQV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�EXLOGLQJ�DPRQJ�RXU�
FRQVWLWXHQF\��

,W�LV�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQHW�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�XV��ZHDWKHU�ZH�DUH�/*%74�RXUVHOYHV�RU�
ZH�KDYH�/*%74�SDUHQWV��UHDOL]H�WKDW�ZH�DUH�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQHV�±�WKDW�ZH�
DUH�QRW�DORQH��$V�VRPHRQH�IRU�ZKRP�WKH�LQWHUQHW�ZDV�D�OLIHVDYLQJ�WRRO��,�
DP�D�VWURQJ�EHOLHYHU�LQ�WKH�SRZHU�RI�QHZ�PHGLD�WR�VDYH�OLYHV�DQG�FUHDWH�
FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,�NQRZ�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�&2/$*(�VHUYHV�
IHHO�WKH�VDPH��

Sincerely,  
 

 
0DUN�'��6Q\GHU�
�
&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�&RRUGLQDWRU�

&2/$*(��

  

 







 

  

 
September 16, 2011 
 
 
Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Dr. Crocker and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’s  consideration  
to create the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
Pride Foundation is a well-established community foundation serving the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer community since 1985. We have worked closely with 
donors and volunteers throughout the US states of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and 
Washington to ensure that nonprofit organizations and student scholars have the 
resources to work for LGBTQ equality. We have provided more than $24M in grants to 
thousands of nonprofits and nearly $2.5M in scholarships. 

Our mission is to inspire a culture of generosity that connects and strengthens 
Northwest organizations, leaders, and students who are creating LGBTQ equality. Pride 
Foundation envisions a world that honors diversity, fosters mutual respect, and 
celebrates complete equality. 

We support the community-based approach of dotgay LLC. As a community foundation 
that relies on the generosity of our community, we place value in this model as it brings 
much needed resources to our community to support a variety of projects that work 
towards equality – not simply benefiting the LGBTQ community but creating a stronger 
more cohesive society at large. The innovative business model that dotgay LLC proposes 
ingrains social responsibility in a way that will benefit our community for generations to 
come. 
 
We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in 
mind and believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBTQ service and 
nonprofit community, business community, advertisers and media, and many 
individuals, thus creating a strong new TLD.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Marschel Paul 
Interim Executive Director 
Pride Foundation 



 

Gay Men of African Descent, Inc. 
44 Court Street, Suite 1000 
Brooklyn, NY  11201-4413 

(718) 222-6300 
Fax: (718) 488-1872 

www.gmad.org 
gmad@gmad.org 

 
 

Bishop Zachary Jones 
Acting Board Chairman 

 
Ivery Thomas 

Chairman Emeritus 
 

Gwen Carter 
Jelani Hunter 

Members 
 

Tokes M. Osubu 
Executive Director 

 

 
January 27, 2011 
 
 
Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the 
ICANN Board: 
  
It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of 
ICANN’s consideration of the application by dotgay LLC to secure 
and create the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
     
Since 1986, Gay Men of African Descent (GMAD) has been 
dedicated to representing the largest constituency of Black gay 
men on the East Coast. We are uniquely qualified to address this 
proposed TLD because by virtue of the mission, GMAD is working to 
improve quality of life within the New York City black gay 
community by effectively fighting the triple threat of homophobia, 
racism and health disparities through education, advocacy, health 
and wellness and social support. True to its mission, GMAD remains 
a strong voice of the LGBT community, championing its rights and 
challenging wrongs. 
  
As with many communities, the opportunity to share information is 
critical to defining who we are, telling and keeping not only our 
history alive, but also in working to building safe and healthy 
communities for all. As the media landscape changes and 
technologies continue to open up new horizons, the Internet and 
new TLD’s like .gay will lend strong support to link LGBT people and 
resources. ICANN’s insight to the importance of the .gay TLD is a 
valuable one. .gay will help integrate our community- building and 
networking, and will provide strong support of our service 
organizations and businesses through a common platform. 
   
GMAD supports the community-based model presented by dotgay 
LLC.  GMAD acknowledges dotgay LLC’s CEO SPI Marketing’s Scott 
Seitz for their abilities and over 15 years of experience in the LGBT 
community.  We support SPI/dotgay LLC in creating a business 
model with the community in mind. We believe this model will 
receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-profit 
community, business community, advertisers and media, and many 
individuals.  We firmly believe and trust that dotgay LLC will 
contribute 67% of any potential profits back into the LGBT 
community, thus creating a strong new TLD.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Tokes M. Osubu 
Gay Men of African Descent 
 





 

The Trevor Project 
9056 Santa Monica Boulevard | Suite 208 | West Hollywood, California 90069 

310.271.8845 t      310.271.8846 f  
www.thetrevorproject.org 
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   Fund in the Sun Foundation | 68 River Road, Sayville, NY  11782 | www.fundinthesunfoundation.org 

 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 

 

  

It is with great interest that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to 

create the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 

 

  

The Fund in the Sun Foundation was established in 2006 as a not-for-profit public charity 

dedicated to Fire Island Pines. The foundation’s mission is twofold: First, to provide funding 

for projects and initiatives designed to protect, enhance and maintain the environment, 

cultural life, health and infrastructure of the Fire Island Pines community; Second, to makes 

grants to other charitable organizations whose purposes and activities are of interest to 

the residents of Fire Island Pines, specifically those who lack the infrastructure to initiate 

major fund-raising for their survival.  Fund in the sun has donated hundreds of thousands of 

dollars to numerous charities since its inception.  It has become a leading force for many 

who need help and support to accomplish their own 

 

 

The .gay TLD can significantly benefit Fund in the Sun Foundation.  With such a domain 

suffix, our charity becomes more visible to companies and businesses looking to support 

diversity and inclusion.  The .gay TLD can help to create a “unifying group,” by linking 

many LGBT organizations to a virtual community. 

 

 

As with many communities, the opportunity to share information is critical to keeping not 

only our history alive, but also in assisting individuals, cities and even countries grow.  As 

the media landscape changes and technologies continue to amaze us, the Internet and 

new TLD’s like .gay will lend strong support to link LGBT people and resources.  ICANN’s 

insight to the importance of the .gay TLD is a valuable one.  .gay will help integrate our 

community building and networking and will provide strong support of our service 

organizations and businesses through a common platform.   

  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Eric von Kuersteiner 

Fund in the Sun Foundation 

 

 
 

 

April 7, 2011 

 



Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers 
1101 New York Ave. NW 
Suite 930 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Beckstrom, Mr. Dengate-Thrush, and Members of the ICANN Board, 

Community Alliance and Action Network (C.A.A.N.) is in support of dotGAY LLC's application to 
iCANN for approval of (dot)gay as a top level domain. 

C.A.A.N. carefully considered this proposal. We believe having a (dot)gay top level domain will allow 
the lesbian, gay, bi, trans and queer (lgbtq) community to easily seek businesses and services that are gay 
friendly. This business proposal will help grow lgbtq business and communities because with the 
businesses' financial success they will tend to invest in more all-volunteer, donation dependent, non-
profit, lgbtq community organizations, like ours. 

The mission of Community Alliance and Action Network is to build community and personal alliances to 
alleviate the effects of discrimination due to sexual orientation and/or gender identification. 

C.A.A.N. has a community center in downtown Joliet. People come together having a common 
background whether it's based on sexual orientation, gender identification or both. We havt pttgrams, 
activities, and entertainments that educate and celebrate our community and our diversity. 

Thank you for your consideration of the application by dotGAY LLC for the lgbtq community. 

Gini Lester, President 
E-Mail: glester@caamnidwest.org  

Community Affiance and Action Network 
68 Chicago St. Suite 401 Joliet, IL 60432 

h ttn://www.caan mi dw est.°  rg 
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Campinas, October 17th, 2011 
 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we write this note in support of ICANN’s consideration to create the 
proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
GRUPO E-JOVEM de Adolescentes Gays Lésbicas e Aliados is the Brazilian LGBT Youth Network, 
a nongovernmental organization, with affiliates in each one of our 27 states and representatives in every 
major city. We run the Escola Jovem LGBT (LGBT Youth School), a government-backed “school of 
gay arts” with classes in dancing, fanzines, acting, cinema, and drag queen performance, where students 
learn about wig preparation, costume creation, stand-up routines, and lip synching. The school is 
registered as a teaching institution with the Campinas (a city near Sao Paolo) city council and financed by 
the state secretary of culture and the Brazilian Ministry of Culture. 
 
We support the creation of the .gay TLD due to ONE simple reason. Visibility. For us, for our cause, it’s 
important to have others finding more than erotic contexts associated with the term GAY. Dotgay 
websites with activist content would definitely benefit our organization. 
   
And there’s more: GAY is an universal word. Here, in Brazil, it’s always used in reference to any 
member or group of members of the LGBT segment. It is, therefore, the best umbrella term for the 
community TLD.  
 
We support dotgay LLC in creating a business model for .gay with the community in mind and believe 
this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and non-profit community, business 
community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, thus creating a strong new TLD. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deco Ribeiro 
Director 
LGBT Youth School 
 
Chesller Moreira 
President 
GRUPO E-JOVEM de Adolescentes Gays, Lésbicas e Aliados 
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Ponto de Cultura E-jovem – Escola Jovem LGBT – www.e-jovem.com – escola@e-jovem.com 

R. José Camargo, 382 – Campinas/SP – Tel.: (+ 5519) 3307-3764 - BRAZIL 



Rainbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK), Email: ssrorn09@gmail.com; www:  http://rockhmerlgbt.wordpress.com/ 
Tel: (855) 092 300 006, Skype: ssrorn 
 

 
 
May 4, 2012 
 
Dear Dr. Crocker, Mr. Beckstrom and Members of the ICANN Board, 
 
It  is  with  great  enthusiasm  that  we  write  this  note  in  support  of  ICANN’s  consideration  to  create  
the proposed .gay top-level-domain (TLD). 
 
The Rainbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK) is based in Cambodia and was founded in 2009 
following a successful and inspiring Pride Week. A core group of LGBT activists were keen to 
build on the connections and momentum achieved and felt that there was much to be done to 
improve the lives of LGBT in the Kingdom, and that an annual Pride Week would not be enough. 
RoCK  aims  to  improve  the  lives  of  LGBT  in  Cambodia,  ensure  that  LGBT  peoples’  rights  are  
recognized and respected, and ensure that LGBT people have a secure livelihood. RoCK is a 
voluntary group of LGBT activists and is a core organizer of Pride every year.  
 
We believe that the community-based .gay TLD will add great value to our community if ICANN 
approves and adds it to the Internet, helping to bring much needed visibility and awareness of 
the gay community to our region of the world. The proposed index directory for .gay will also 
become a valuable tool to help facilitate the exchange of information and knowledge between 
LGBT organizations like ours so that we can better serve the LGBT people of Cambodia. 
 
We also believe that GAY is the best word for the TLD that will represent our global community.  
Despite the variations on how our community is defined around the world, GAY is the best 
umbrella term for the community TLD because of it being the most commonly accepted, 
politically correct and all-inclusive term. 
 
We support dotgay LLC in creating a community-based business model for .gay with the 
community in mind and believe this model will receive strong support of the LGBT service and 
non-profit community, business community, advertisers and media, and many individuals, thus 
creating a strong new TLD.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

SrornSrun 
Rainbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK) Facilitator and Pride Organizer 
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