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SPECIFICATION 11 
PUBLIC INTEREST COMMITMENTS 

1. Registry Operator will use only ICANN accredited registrars that are party to the Registrar 
Accreditation Agreement approved by the ICANN Board of Directors on [date to be determined at time of 
contracting], 2013(or any subsequent form of Registrar Accreditation Agreement approved by the 
ICANN Board of Directors) in registering domain names.  A list of such registrars shall be maintained by 
ICANN on ICANN’s website. 

 
2. Registry Operator will operate the registry for the TLD in compliance with all commitments, 

statements of intent and business plans stated in the following sections of Registry Operator’s application 
to ICANN for the TLD, which commitments, statements of intent and business plans are hereby 
incorporated by reference into this Agreement.  Registry Operator’s obligations pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be enforceable by ICANN and through the Public Interest Commitment Dispute Resolution Process 
established by ICANN ((posted at [url to be inserted when final procedure is adopted]), as it may be 
amended by ICANN from time to time, the “PICDRP”).  Registry Operator shall comply with the 
PICDRP. Registry Operator agrees to implement and adhere to any remedies ICANN imposes (which 
may include any reasonable remedy, including for the avoidance of doubt, the termination of the Registry 
Agreement pursuant to Section 4.3(e) of the Registry Agreement) following a determination by any 
PICDRP panel and to be bound by any such determination. 
 

a) Referring to the Application Section 18(a)(a) and 20(e), the Registry Operator makes a 
commitment to adopt the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as a 
fundamental guiding principle. 

 
b) Referring to the Application Section 18(a)(b) and 20(c), the Registry Operator makes a 

commitment to support and encourage children's participation in Internet governance by making 
the governance of the .kids TLD itself a platform for children to participate as an important 
stakeholder in the multi-stakeholder approach. 

 
c) Referring to the Application Section 18(a)(c) and 20(e), the Registry Operator makes a 

commitment to promote kids-friendly content on the Internet with relevant registration policies 
and guidelines for the registrants based on the UNCRC. 

 
d) Referring to the Application Section 18(a)(d), the Registry Operator makes a commitment to 

contribute to the children community including supporting children’s rights organizations and 
initiatives, especially with relevance to the development of the Internet in the best interests of the 
child. 

 
3. Registry Operator agrees to perform following specific public interest commitments, which 

commitments shall be enforceable by ICANN and through the PICDRP. Registry Operator shall comply 
with the PICDRP. Registry Operator agrees to implement and adhere to any remedies ICANN imposes 
(which may include any reasonable remedy, including for the avoidance of doubt, the termination of the 
Registry Agreement pursuant to Section 4.3(e) of the Registry Agreement) following a determination by 
any PICDRP panel and to be bound by any such determination. 

 
a) Notwithstanding 1. above, the Registry Operator makes a commitment to support ICANN’s 

overarching goals of the new gTLD program to enhance competition and consumer choice, and 
enabling the benefits of innovation via the introduction of new gTLDs.  The Registry Operator 
further acknowledges that at the time of this writing, it is uncertain whether or not the limiting of 



distribution of new gTLDs to only a subset of ICANN Accredited Registrars would undermine 
ICANN’s own public interest commitments to enhance competition and consumer choice.  In the 
absence of the confirmation from ICANN and the ICANN community that such undertaking 
would not run counter to ICANN’s overarching goals of the new gTLD program, or in the case 
that ICANN and/or the ICANN community confirms that indeed such arrangement (as described 
in 1. above) runs counter to ICANN’s public interest commitments and overarching goals, the 
Registry Operator shall refrain from limiting to such subset as described in 1. above.   
 

b) Notwithstanding 2. and 3. above, the Registry Operator makes a commitment to support, 
participate in and uphold, as a stakeholder, the multi-stakeholder, bottom-up policy development 
process at ICANN, including but not limited to the development of Consensus Policies.  For the 
avoidance of doubt, the Registry Operator anticipates that the PICDRP be developed as a 
Consensus Policy, or through comparably open, transparent and accountable processes, and 
commits to participating in the development of the PICDRP as a Consensus Policy in accordance 
to Specification 1 of this Agreement for Consensus Policies and Temporary Policies.  
Furthermore, that any remedies ICANN imposes shall adhere to the remedies specified in the 
PICDRP as a Consensus Policy. 
 

c) Notwithstanding 2. above, the Registry Operator makes a commitment to support ICANN in its 
fulfillment of the Affirmation of Commitments, including to promote competition, consumer trust, 
and consumer choice in the DNS marketplace.  The Registry Operator further makes an 
observation that the premise of this Specification 11 is predicated on addressing the GAC advice 
that “statements of commitment and objectives to be transformed into binding contractual 
commitments, subject to compliance oversight by ICANN”, which is focused on statements of 
commitment and objectives and not business plans.  As such, and as reasonably understood that 
business plans for any prudent operation which preserves security, stability and resiliency of the 
DNS must evolve over time, the Registry Operator will operate the registry for the TLD in 
compliance with all commitments and statements of intent while specific business plans evolve.  
For the avoidance of doubt, where such business plan evolution involves changes that are 
consistent with the said commitments and objectives of Registry Operator’s application to 
ICANN for the TLD, such changes shall not be a breach by the Registry Operator in its 
obligations pursuant to 2. above. 

 
  


